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The Hip-Hop Guide to Charm:

Love yourself, and don't hit the journalist

N THE LIST OF WORDS THAT COME LP
to describe rap-music stars, charm probably
ranks pretry low—snmewhere berween 70
deprocasingand bar mitzvahed But o much
of the WO kind ol ¢ harmbessness (the kind
that mouths off ac awards shows or beeaks into offices and beats

the living opinions out of otherwise fawning journalisis) can

start 1o affect recond sales. And chat'’s usually when record com-
panies call in the services of An
gele Ellerbee, self-described
“roaigh love” iimage impresina,
Invariably described as a hip-
hop Henry Higgins, Ellerbee
upcl.ﬁ[cs \_I'L..I.:I':I!-ldprug.u.lrl
mung chasses through the offices
of his publicicy firm, Double
XXposure. In his former lives,
Ellerbee has been a fashion de-
signer (at age 12), 3 dancer, an
actor and a music-company
!‘;‘Lk. Nfrh' }l“' FEd }'f:- !f"'ll_lng
kids how respond (calmiy)
to interviewers, how to hold
themselves in public and even
which fork o use when. He in-
mroduced bad gid Mary ). Blige
o books and helped polish the
['H.Ihl.h. !-‘I. ©s :lr‘ﬁ}:,{l'll'.ld Ral-:k.i
and Biz Markie. So does this
add up o charm? It's hard to
know if that's something thar
cant be learned. Bur Ellerbee
would probably agree with his
former clent Enc B.. who
rapped the crernal theme of My
Farr Laty: “lrain where you've from, ir5 ushere you e at. "
Are these particularly charmiess times we're lving in?
| would hope not. Bur | get so disappoinred abour how
young people are disrespectful 1o their elders. There is 2 vaid
when | can hear a S-year-old cuss someone our in thythm but
he doesn't know the alphaber.
Can you teach samething like charm to a gangsta rapper?
They don't want o be angry. Those rappers wane ro rell the
;‘|I;‘.]'|.r. of their lives. And 1 say, '.'\-.alr t—bast when VOU g0 (0
do your interview, be able t articulare it. You don't have
go, “Motherfucking fuckingbicch. *
Where does charm come from?
| chink iv's magic. | think thar it works sometimes torally
sbliminally

&

Is part of the nature of charm that you don't

kmow you'ra charming?

I tl'l.l.']]{ Rt SOmMELimes voii ||:|“.r KEnow whit that |':-|.;|g|: [
that mkes over your head and why it's working. Is it your per

sonality? 15 it the way you look? Is it being funmy? All of chese

'Zhir'l;:i COme rn_n:'..'*.cr IO TGLKE Yo w ho you are
But our music stars and celebrities are not all going to be
charming, right?

No, but they were charming
to some point. Yes, theyre
bitches and they're bastards.
Bat even hr||1g birches and
bastards, there's 3 charm and 2
magic o f'\:l!lE: il ,|“ in. 0
make thar audience go ro the
theater or buy that CD. Does
Madonna have charm?

Not with an English accent.
Gan there be charm

i baing nasty?

Are you familiar with |book
publisher] Judith Regan?
Well. | find chis lady full of
charm. The first rime | mex
!ll.::. r'ﬁ s ik.". --E-h]ﬁ [J&" I:Iiﬂ
not have her wig on tighe.”
Andd chen she gor so real. We
started talking about every
thing underneath the sun.
Ancd it could have been all sur
face, bur for thar time it

was able o |'4“
in love with her just becaunse
of thar 1T'..|Fi\.:.i kind of Hﬁrn;
she had

Il'.'.“I.'J g

Can charm be a put-on?
Oh :|‘\-|ri||':~|_\' Theres

tious and being ambitchous. For the things we just have ro

ar differcnce beoween being ambi-

have, we're going to be am bitchous—and that's when thet
charming personality comes out,

Is it a fake charm, then?

Mo, it’s not a fake charm. I'm just for not taking nonsense
]:!'l.! Vol ;-.I’]u\'-. | !hl.:'.L | am the mess sensivive, TSt |4|‘i|l'_{,
-,I.H"I:I":I-u'kll'li.;l.].' inedry |;|'.|:{ I L'_'-_g'n.\' | WOITY Ao I:|'||;' nExXL F‘lcr-
son betore | worry about Angelo. But in the heat of the mo
ment, | could 1ake vou to heaven, | could ke vou to Astien
Do you try to smesth out your students’ rough edges?

Peaple zay to me I've taken rappers and people of the urban

§

community and tried 1o change them. [ say thar'’s absolurely

insane. I wiant them o have
their survival skills, These
kids coming invo the music
being
ripped off rom day one- |
ret kids who cannor read
and T saw, “1f you can’t read,
how the hell are you going
DO REn A [0 i

So your “charm” schoal
sounds mors lika

a survival schoel?

i's been called a charm
school for rappers, bur

indusery, they're

think whar it comes down

tes i the d
makee: alking o dhese lads,
grang them a sense of clirex
tion, loving them and keep-
ing my foor in ctheir ass
because [ want them o win.
Are thera role models

for charm?

[ am my role model, and
you arc your role medel. 3

Herenoe youw can

VOl COPY SMneonc, dhen
that’s whar you're going 1o
be—a copy. And do you
know what happens to =a
copy? [t wears away, and it
becomes sransparenc, | ol
my cliencs oo e some e
out o think abour whar
their ratiopale is. Take time

out o lowe :i("lll'\--..'._:- And I
edl people [ am romantically
in bowe wath -"-rlg_".'jn Lilleriee
Is there any way to defina
charm and seil It or teach
it to averybody?
When you Gnd it, I'd dewe oo
know what it is. Whart is
charm? Charm is yea
O, take mea. If | came to
your charm school, what
would you change about maf
(b no—nothing, Nothing
dhar [ noticed righc avwsy.
—ADAM SALCHS



